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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Association held on Thursday, 01 November 2007 at 19.00 in the Clubhouse, Fernwood Parliamentary Sportsgrounds

1. WELCOME:

The Chairman, Mr John Burdes, opened the meeting and, there being a quorum present, declared it duly constituted. He noted that the meeting was a closed one for the members of Fernwood Residents Association (FRA) and its invited speakers and guests and requested any other persons present to leave the meeting. 

He thanked the Fernwood community for the excellent turnout once again and welcomed the  invited guests, especially Mr Neil Ross, current Ward Councillor, Mr Tony Bell, former Chairman of the Association, together with representatives of neighbouring residents’ associations and of ADT, Fernwood’s major security organization.. He extended FRA’s thanks to these persons for their various contributions to and support of the  Association throughout the year.

2.
PRESENTATION BY MR. LESLEY DE REUCK, CHAIRMAN, CAPE TOWN 2010 WORLD CUP LOGISTICS COMMITTEE:
Mr. De Reuck made a powerpoint presentation setting out the proposed arrangements for handling Cape Town’s part of the 2010 Soccer World Cup programme. Some 400 000 spectators from Europe and 150 000 from Africa were expected to come to the country for the World Cup, with probably half that number coming to Cape Town, which would host eight games, including one of the semi-finals. The Host City Agreement had been signed with FIFA, with Cape Town being designated as the “Party Capital” for the competition.

Besides the 80 000 seat stadium being built at Green Point, there would be several Fan Parks and Public Viewing Points set up, both in the city center and also in the townships. These would be at large open spaces or in existing stadiums.

An extensive public transport network would be set up to bring spectators to Green Point via the city center from all residential areas on match days. This would include a bus shuttle service, together with an enhanced train service. Also, several major road improvement projects would be undertaken to assist with traffic flow.

The legacy after the World Cup, apart from the revenue from visitors, would be the stadium, an improved infrastructure and a better social structure.

The budget for the World Cup was still in the process of being finalized, but Cape Town’s contribution would be capped, with the majority of the finance coming from central government. Further details were available on the 2010 World Cup website.

After questions, Mr. De Reuck was thanked for his presentation by Mrs. Laura Bergh and assured of the Fernwood community’s support for his programme.

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 19 OCTOBER 2006:

The Chairman advised that the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting, held on 19 October 2006, had been circulated via  the Association’s website. The meeting RESOLVED that the Minutes be taken as read and approved without change. The Chairman was authorized to sign a copy of the Minutes for the Association’s records.

3.
AGENDA AND PORTFOLIO REPORTS

The Chairman confirmed that the Agenda for the Meeting would be as set out in the Notice of the Meeting circulated to Members by e-mail and the website. He introduced the outgoing Committee and its members to the Meeting and reported that there had been no major issues or problems during the year since the previous AGM. Following the ceremonial handover of the Protea Village site to the land claimant community, there had been little activity, as two legal actions had been started by Bishopscourt residents, challenging various aspects of the claim. It was not known how long it would take for these to be settled, or what the outcome would be. There had been a concern during the year when it was noted that survey work was being undertaken in the grounds of the Parliamentary Sports Club, but this was advised as being the compilation of a Conservation Management Plan, with no particular intent for any development of the site. 

He reminded those present that the Committee worked for the residents and for the good of the suburb and thanked its members for their competence and dedication throughout the year. He also thanked Mrs. Nuku van Coller, who had served as the Association’s Scribe for several years and had resigned during the year, for her great assistance during this period.

The Chairman then introduced the committee members to the meeting individually and asked each one to report to the meeting on the portfolio(s) they managed. 

4. LAND-USE AND PLANNING ISSUES

Mrs. Laura Bergh  reviewed current Fernwood Land Use matters as follows :-

(a) 5 Upper Paradise Road

It was understood that the owner of this property had become insolvent and that it had, in its unfinished state, been put up for sale by auction. However, details of the new owner and his intentions regarding the property were not known.

(b) 28 Fernwood Avenue

The previous owner, who had sought permission to sub-divide the property, had abandoned his efforts and sold it to the present owner, who had expressed the intent not to sub-divide, but to restore the property to its original state. Work on this project was currently under way and the meeting commended the new owner, Ms. Susan Smith, for what she was undertaking.

(c ) 23 Boshof Avenue          

There appeared to be little doubt that sub-division of this large stand would be approved. However, the matter had gone on appeal to the Provincial Authorities with regard to the number and size of the sub-divided portions, and their decision was awaited.

(d) Kirstenbosch Café - 32, Kirstenbosch Drive

Although the owner had been granted limited business rights, these had been subject to stringent restrictions, and he had advised the Chairman that he did not intend to proceed with any changes to the property.

(e) Bambinos Pre-School Facility – 68, Riverside Road

The ex post facto application to run the facility  had been approved by the Provincial Authorities, but with substantial restrictions on the number of children, the parts of the property which could be used and a five year limit on its use. It was understood that an appeal against this approval had been lodged by the property’s neighbours.

(f) 22 Orchard Heights

Permission for the erection of the second dwelling had been refused by the City Council. 

(g) Chinese Embassy – Boshof Avenue and Rhodes Avenue
It was understood that the Embassy had had plans approved by Government for the development of the properties owned by it. However, the Embassy property was legally part of China, so FRA and the Fernwood community had no say in the matter.

(h) 44 Orchard Street
This property had been used illegally for business purposes for several years. Its current use was being monitored by the Committee.

(i) 2 Upper Thistle Street
This property, on the corner of Rhodes Avenue, was used for a while for illegal business purposes. However, after representations by the Committee, the owner had decided to move his business elsewhere.

(j) Riverside Road Footpath
Riverside Road was much used by residents and their dogs for recreational purposes, but had no footpath, which means that pedestrians have to use the carriageway. This is hazardous and obstructs vehicular traffic, so the Committee has agreed with Clr. Neil Ross that the provision of a footpath, to follow the Liesbeek River bank, will be funded from his discretionary budget in approximately three annual tranches. The first of these, comprising +/- 300 meters north from the Riverside Road / Kirstenbosch Drive link road, would be constructed before the end of 2007.

5. SECURITY

Mr Peter Baldwin reported to the meeting on security matters and presented the crime statistics for Fernwood for the past year. Crime figures were down, thanks to the excellent ADT service, but the type of crime in the suburb had changed, moving to house breaking and common theft. He stressed the need for householders to look after their own homes, not to take risks such as leaving outside doors unsecured, and to keep an eye on their neighbours’ properties. ADT call-outs were also down in number and he reminded people to ensure that their alarm system is kept in full working order and regularly tested.

The two dedicated ADT vehicles were required to remain in Fernwood at all times apart from refueling and shift changes. If they were seen out of the area, this should be reported either to the ADT Control Room or to Peter Baldwin.

6.
FINANCIAL REPORT 2006/2007

Mrs. Laura Bergh reported that the past year had been less financially demanding than the previous one and, despite having spent R54 000 on legal fees in connection with the Protea Village Land Claim, there remained R7 500 in the Association’s bank account at the end of the financial year. The Association’s Accounts had been reviewed and approved by its auditor. The arrangement with ADT for the collection of annual subscriptions continued to work well and invoices for those for 2007/2008 would be sent out shortly.

However, the Committee felt that the Association needed to have a ‘War Chest’ in case it needed to mount further legal action in the future and it therefore proposed that the subscription per household for 2007/2008 be increased to R150-00. This was APPROVED by show of hands.

7. MEMBERSHIP 

Mrs. Laura Bergh reported that there were 673 households in Fernwood and that 446 (66%) of these had signed up as FRA members. 500 (74%) were ADT subscribers. She continued to contact new residents to invite them to join FRA and asked members to encourage their neighbours to join too.
8. COMMUNICATION

Mrs. Bergh reported that the Association’s website was regularly updated and that it contained up-to-date information on the Association’s activities. For this reason, printed newsletters had not been sent out during the past year as the website contained all the information on Association matters. However, members not possessing internet access could contact her for information. 

9. GROUND TRAFFIC & DOMESTIC ANIMALS

Mr. Bradley Bergh reported that the ‘No Entry’ signs around the suburb to prevent rat-running were still being ignored by many motorists and that he arranged for enforcement ‘blitzes’ by the Traffic Dept as frequently as possible.

A new ‘Nuisance’ By-Law prohibited, inter alia, incessantly barking dogs and he requested residents to report instances to him. Also, burglar alarms that sounded repeatedly and caused nuisance could be reported to him.

10.      
AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL: KIRSTENBOSCH GARDENS CONCERTS: CELL PHONE RECEPTION
Prof  Jonny Myers, who had apologized for non-attendance, submitted a written report.

The air traffic situation was deemed to be satisfactory. Although there was a fair amount of helicopter traffic overhead, this was generally following the prescribed routing.

He continued to maintain liaison with Kirstenbosch Management and the Bishopscourt Residents Association from time to time on activities or issues that may affect residents. The concert programme in the past year had gone off without any serious problems.

There had been no movement with the proposal to erect a Vodacom mast on the Kirstenbosch Research Centre. 

11.    
PROTEA VILLAGE LAND RESTITUTION CLAIM

Ms Jenna Bass reported that there had been little movement in the matter during the year. A community development association had been formed and a certain amount of preliminary planning carried out, but two Bishopscourt residents had launched legal challenges against the settlement – the one objecting to the procedures of the Land Claims Commission and the other challenging the City of Cape Town’s right to alienate erf 212, which was proclaimed as a public open space in perpetuity. Until these actions had been settled, it appeared that no actual development of the Protea Village site would take place.

It was a matter of regret that an inclusive and co-operative relationship has not yet been established with either the Land Claims Commission or the Protea Village community towards the development of the land claim. However, FRA kept in touch through contacts at the City of Cape Town.

12.     
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 2006/2007

The Chairman thanked the outgoing Committee both personally and on behalf of the Association for the unstinting service its members had given the Fernwood Community throughout the year and this was confirmed by the Meeting. He advised that, in terms of the Constitution, all members of the outgoing Committee resign at the AGM but, if they were re-nominated, may immediately stand for re-election. The outgoing Committee comprised Mesdames L. Bergh, J. Lange and J.C. Bass and Messrs. P. Baldwin, B.L. Bergh, J.P. Burdes, J. Myers, M. Scholtz and J. Tourest-swartz. All had signified their willingness to serve on the committee again and, on a proposal from the floor, all were unanimously re-elected for the forthcoming year. Mr. Burdes thanked the Meeting for its display of confidence in the Committee and noted that Office Bearers for the forthcoming year would be elected by the new Committee and portfolios allocated at its first meeting. 

He noted, however, that the Committee was in need of a scribe and also a person who could be consulted regarding legal issues also asked that anyone who would like to volunteer to serve on or assist the Committee in these areas should contact him after the meeting.                

13.     
GENERAL

13.1.  Fernwood Parliamentary Sportsgrounds

The Chairman advised that the Dept of Public Works had commissioned a Conservation Management Survey of this property during the year and that there was a possibility that the DPW may propose development work thereafter. The Committee had therefore asked Mr. Jolyon Nuttall, a past committee member, to monitor the situation on FRA’s behalf. So far, there had been no action by DPW.

13.2.  Clr. Neil Ross
The Chairman introduced Clr. Neil Ross to the Meeting. Clr Ross advised that the City of Cape Town had formalised the previous, informal Ward Forum and widened its scope to include civic interest groups as well as resident / ratepayer associations. The FRA had been made a member of the new forum.

13.3.  Greater Cape Town Civic Association (GCTCA)
The Chairman reported that FRA was a Member of the GCTCA, which represented the common interests of over a hundred community associations in the Cape Town Metropole. The GCTCA’s aim was to work with the City Council in matters which affected resident communities and it was currently in discussion with the Council over the rather contentious General Rating Valuation carried out in 2006.

14.     
CLOSURE OF MEETING

The Chairman thanked the residents for attending the meeting and wished them well. 

The meeting closed at 21.00.

APPROVED as a true record of the proceedings:

Signed: ………………………………….

Date: ……………………………

� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








PAGE  
 Fernwood Residents Association AGM Minutes 01/11/2007.                                                  Page 5  of  6

_1032256909.bin

