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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Association held on Monday, 20 October 2008 at 18.45 in the Clubhouse, Fernwood Parliamentary Sportsgrounds

1. WELCOME:

The Chairman, Mr John Burdes, opened the meeting and, there being a quorum present, declared it duly constituted. He noted that the meeting was a closed one for the members of Fernwood Residents Association (FRA) and its invited speakers and guests and requested any other persons present to leave the meeting. He also thanked the Fernwood community for the excellent turnout once again.
2. QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION LED BY THE MAYOR OF CAPE TOWN, HELEN ZILLE:
Questions raised during the session covered a range of subjects including the development of the Foreshore, problematic road junctions, dedicated cycle lanes, more stringent penalties for traffic offences, the new pet by-law, property valuations, housing for the poor, measurement of electricity uage, the 2010 Soccer World Cup, the City’s policy on the environment, and waste clearance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 01 NOVEMBER 2007:
The Chairman advised that the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting, held on 01 November 2007, had been circulated via the Association’s website. The meeting RESOLVED that the Minutes be taken as read and approved without change. The Chairman was authorized to sign a copy of the Minutes for the Association’s records.

4. AGENDA AND PORTFOLIO REPORTS

The Chairman confirmed that the Agenda for the Meeting would be as set out in the Notice of the Meeting circulated to Members by e-mail and the website. Reports were then given by the committee members on their respective portfolios.
5. SECURITY

Mr Peter Baldwin reported that there had been a 54% decrease in incidents of crime since the last AGM, and that 85% of the incidents were common theft or theft from motor vehicles. Residents were asked to report any incidents of the dedicated ADT patrol vehicles being seen outside the Fernwood area.
6. LAND-USE AND PLANNING ISSUES

Mrs. Laura Bergh reported that there had not been a lot of activity during the year. Final decisions were being awaited on a few planning applications and objections. A resident asked how the FRA establishes a mandate to submit objections and representations. Mrs. Bergh explained that if time allows, residents’ opinions are requested and the majority view is taken and then canvassed. It was emphasized that the committee needs to be notified of possible infringements, and that its policy was definitely to engage with residents whenever possible.
A question was raised about the number of parking bays and the height of the wall at 57 Rhodes Drive. Mrs. Bergh replied that the Council was dealing with the matter and viewed it in a serious light as a second plan (for the garaging) had not been approved.
Mrs. Bergh also reported that a strong objection to the fourth draft of the Integrated Zoning Scheme had been lodged on behalf of the FRA, as the proposed scheme was not considered satisfactory.

7. FINANCIAL REPORT 2007/2008
Mrs. Bergh reported that there was just over R 40 000 in the Association’s bank account at the end of the financial year, and that the membership rates would not be increased next year. 

8. MEMBERSHIP 

Mrs. Bergh reported that membership numbers had remained the same as in the previous year. The committee would be canvassing for new members in the near future.
9. COMMUNICATION

Mrs. Bergh encouraged residents to visit the Association’s new website and requested comments and suggestions. 

10. GROUND TRAFFIC & VENDORS
Mr. Bradley Bergh reported that a request had been made to the Traffic Department regarding the installation of a speed camera on Rhodes Avenue, but advised that as permanent cameras are very expensive the request was unlikely to be granted. Rhodes Avenue had, however, been added to the Traffic Department list for ad hoc monitoring using mobile cameras.

Mr Bergh also reported that while the informal traders at the Rhodes Avenue/M3 intersection were sometimes a nuisance to motorists, it was difficult to remove them permanently. The City Council’s Health Office was due to send an inspector to the area to check on hygiene conditions.
11. AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL: KIRSTENBOSCH GARDENS CONCERTS: CELL PHONE RECEPTION
Professor Jonny Myers reported that the air traffic situation had remained satisfactory throughout the year.
He also reported that there had not been many complaints regarding the Kirstenbosch concerts this year, and that the concert organisers had been very cooperative regarding any complaints received.
Professor Myers addressed residents’ concerns regarding the proposed installation of cellphone equipment on the Kirstenbosch Bio-Diversity Centre. He commented that there are generally no adverse effects from living in close proximity to this type of equipment. The residents living closest to the centre who had submitted objections to the proposal were awaiting a response. 

12. PROTEA VILLAGE LAND RESTITUTION CLAIM

Ms Jenna Bass reported that once again there had been very little change since the previous AGM. It was difficult to predict a time frame for the process as two legal challenges to the claim continued to delay progress indefinitely. The development company, Bergstan, was in the process of conducting an Environmental Assessment which was due by February 2009.   

A positive development was that the FRA had managed to establish a relationship with the Protea Village Community Property Association (CPA). The head of the CPA, Mr Kevin Maxwell, had assured Ms Bass that the process was being handled sensitively and that the FRA would be kept informed of  any developments.

13. Fernwood Parliamentary Sportsgrounds
Mr Moir Scholtz reported that there had been no further developments regarding the sportsground. Mr Jolyon Nuttall was continuing to monitor the situation.

14. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 2007/2008
The Chairman, Mr John Burdes, advised that Mr Peter Baldwin could no longer take prime responsibility for the Security portfolio and that Mr Bradley Bergh had agreed to help. Mr John Tourest-Swartz had stepped down from the committee and Ms Jenna Bass had taken over the Protea Village portfolio. All other committee members were willing to serve for another year and were re-elected unanimously. Residents were requested to volunteer to join the committee or provide assistance where possible. There was a vote of thanks from the floor for the Committee’s efforts throughout the year. 

15. GENERAL

Ms Marijke Honig, a botanist and landscaper, addressed the meeting briefly on the subject of verge planting and raised a concern regarding the use of stone chips instead of plants. Ms Honig offered appropriate planting advice to residents free of charge.

16. CLOSURE OF MEETING

The Chairman thanked the residents for attending the meeting. 

The meeting closed at 21h00.
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