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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Association held on Monday, 10 October 2009 at 19.00 in the Clubhouse, Fernwood Parliamentary Sportsgrounds

1. WELCOME:

The Chairman, Mr John Burdes, opened the meeting and, there being a quorum present, declared it duly constituted. He also thanked the Fernwood community for the excellent turnout once again.
2. ADDRESS BY GUEST SPEAKER COUNCILLOR JP SMITH
Councillor Smith, the Chairperson of the Cape Town Safety and Security Portfolio Committee, shared with the meeting the general improvement in the Metro police department’s performance over the last three years. This was due to new policies, replacement of top management, the introduction of staff incentive and wellness schemes, and improved provision of essential resources such as vehicles.

Councillor Smith then answered questions regarding traffic offences committed by taxi drivers, better response times to traffic crises on major roads and more visible policing on these routes, and the newly introduced “Ghost Squad”.   

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 20 OCTOBER 2008:
The Chairman advised that the minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting, held on 20 October 2008, had been circulated via the Association’s website. The meeting RESOLVED that the Minutes be taken as read and approved without change. The Chairman was authorized to sign a copy of the Minutes for the Association’s records.

4. AGENDA AND PORTFOLIO REPORTS

The Chairman confirmed that the Agenda for the Meeting would be as set out in the Notice of the Meeting circulated to Members by e-mail and the website. Reports were then given by the committee members on their respective portfolios.
5. SECURITY

Mr Bradley Bergh reported that there had been a general increase in incidents of crime since the previous AGM. Earlier in the year, members of a gang of housebreakers had been arrested and the number of incidents had subsequently decreased. However, in the last two months the number had increased again and it was unclear what this could be attributed to. Mr Bergh also reported that the average ADT response times had not improved over the past year, but the number of callouts had dropped and it was hoped that this was due to a reduction in the number of false alarms.
Mr Bergh then advised that the majority of the recent crime incidents had occurred in the Upper Fernwood area, particularly in Thorn and Birch Streets. This was very likely due to a 25m gap in the forest fence which allowed access into the suburb from the forest. SANPARKS had agreed to share the cost (approximately R 18 000.00) of repairing the fence with the FRA but did not have the funds available at present. Mr Bergh suggested to the meeting that the FRA pay for the work to be done as soon as possible and recover SANPARKS’s portion later. This was approved by a show of hands. Mr Bergh also suggested that “street captains” be appointed for each street in Fernwood in an effort to improve communication regarding crime.
Mr Gareth Dell from ADT addressed the meeting regarding response times and subscription increases. He also answered questions regarding access to properties by armed response officers, identification of calls from the ADT control room, and acknowledgement of facsimiles from clients. He undertook to follow these matters up personally. 
6. GROUND TRAFFIC, VENDORS, BARKING DOGS

Mr Bergh reported that the Traffic Department continued to do occasional monitoring of traffic offences in Fernwood as and when manpower allowed. It seemed that incidents of speeding along Rhodes Drive were isolated.

Informal traders continued to operate at the Rhodes Drive/M3 intersection and Mr Bergh reported that the City Council had vouchers for shelters available which could be given to vendors or beggars instead of money.

Mr Bergh emphasized that the problem of barking dogs was difficult to address and residents were requested to take incidents up with the  dog owners personally.

7. LAND-USE AND PLANNING ISSUES

Mrs. Laura Bergh reported that once again there had not been much activity during the year. Final decisions on the planning applications and objections for Erfs 49943, 49878, and 97209 were taking some time, but this was probably due to the council reviewing each case very thoroughly.
A question was raised about the large number of cars parked outside a property in Upper Holly Street. Mrs. Bergh requested that the resident concerned gather as much information as possible and pass it onto the committee so that the matter could be followed up. 

8. MEMBERSHIP

Mrs. Bergh reported that of the 677 households in Fernwood, 440 were FRA members. Approximately 476 households subscribed to the ADT service, and the system whereby FRA members paid their annual subscriptions via ADT continued to work well. 

9. FINANCIAL REPORT 2008/2009
Mrs. Bergh reported that there was just over R 101 000 in the Association’s bank account at the end of the financial year. There had been very little expenditure since the previous AGM and the Association had managed to build up a surplus.
10. COMMUNICATION

Mrs. Bergh reminded residents that the Association continued to communicate with members on general matters via the website. Any urgent matters would be communicated by means of a post box drop.
11. KIRSTENBOSCH GARDENS CONCERTS 
Professor Myers reported that there had not been any complaints regarding the Kirstenbosch concerts this year. Concert organisers were currently in the process of planning the summer concert season.
12. CELL PHONE RECEPTION
Professor Myers emphasized that the poor cell phone reception in Fernwood posed a security risk as well as causing a general communication problem. He reported that the FRA and Vodacom were still in favour of erecting a mast at the Kirstenbosch Biodiversity centre.
13. PROTEA VILLAGE LAND RESTITUTION CLAIM

Ms Jenna Bass reported that there had been no developments since the previous AGM.. Any important future updates would be communicated to residents via the FRA website.
14. Fernwood Parliamentary Sportsgrounds
Mr Moir Scholtz reported that once again there had been no further developments regarding the sportsground. 

15. of interest
The rebuilding of the Liesbeek River bank which had been damaged by erosion was ongoing.
16. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 2009/2010
All committee members were willing to serve for another year and were re-elected unanimously. Residents were requested to volunteer to join the committee or provide assistance where possible. 

17. CLOSURE OF MEETING

The Chairman thanked the committee for their efforts throughout the year and requested that residents continue to communicate with the committee. He also thanked Counillor Neil Ross for his continued support and assistance.
The meeting closed at 21h00.
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