2008 Protea Village Report Back

2008 has been a slow year in the Protea Village planning process, run as a collaboration between The Regional Land Claim’s Commission, The Communal Property Association and Bergstan (the company assigned the tender for this process last year). 

Progress has involved workshops between the above bodies to develop a plan that is not only feasible, but also sustainable for the Protea Village claimants and the existing community of Fernwood. 

Currently Bergstan is conducting a second assessment of both erven, expected to be complete by February 2009. This report will provide further information on the environmental impact of potential developments as well as the economic impact on the surrounding area.  However, any anticipated developments have been slowed by the many financial and practical complications surrounding collaborative planning, as well as the two ongoing legal challenges conducted by private individuals, neither of which have been classified as urgent. Therefore, at present, and as reported last year, it is very difficult to predict an accurate timeline of when any real advances will begin.  

However, possibly the greatest development as far as the FRA is concerned is that a relationship has been established with the Communal Property Association through its chairman, Kevin Maxwell, who has assured residents that any future developments will be conducted with the most environmental and economical sensitivity possible. He has also promised that the FRA and the residents of Fernwood will be included in future planning and negotiations.

For this reason, the year can hardly be called insignificant for, despite the complications and conflicting emotions that no doubt cloud the issue, with the promise of co-operation and inclusion of all parties, the matter of Protea Village can hopefully be faced on common ground, through whatever changes the future may bring.   

