PROTEA VILLAGE UPDATE

The outcome of the proceedings in the Land Claims Court regarding the Protea Village Land Claim was released on the 17th June 2011. The Applicants in the matter were Bishopscourt resident, William Booth, and two others, and the respondents: The Minister of Land Affairs and Agriculture, The Regional Land Claims Commissioner, the City of Cape Town, the Protea Village Action Campaign (PROVAC) and two others.  
The application hinged on the following arguments:

1. The residents of Bishopscourt, or their governing body, were entitled to be regarded as interested parties in the settlement of the land claim relating Erven 212 and 242.

2. The memorandum of agreement signed by the respondents relating to the land claim was contrary to the provisions of the Restitution Act.

The following issues were disputed:

1. Whether the Protea Village inhabitants had rights to the land. 

2. How the community made use of the land on Erf 212 Bishopscourt. 

3. Whether PROVAC was mandated to lodge and negotiate the claim.

4. Whether there was an overlap between claimants who had received financial compensation and the claimants for the ‘community claim’. 

Judge Shanaaz Mia presided and dismissed the application, instructing all parties to carry their own costs. 

