From: Dave & Liz Wheeler 

To: news@fol.org.za 

Sent: Saturday, April 18, 2009 4:33 PM

Subject: [FOL] Friends of the Liesbeek Autumn 2009 Newsletter

Dear Friends
With money we can build good roads, houses and factories, but no amount of money can build a river! So wrote Bridget Ringdahl and Jim Taylor in an article entitled Seeking to Live more Sustainably with WESSA in the recent African Wildlife magazine vol.63 no.1. However, we do need money to maintain our rivers and the more man has impacted on them the more money its seems is needed. Therefore a membership renewal form is attached to this letter and the Friends of the Liesbeek committee request that you do lend your support to the Liesbeek a unique and real gem in the middle of suburbia which we needs to maintain and conserve for future generations.
The Annual General Meeting:
Subscriptions are due by the Annual General Meeting which will be held on Tuesday 5 May in the Environment Centre in the grounds of Valkenberg at 5.30 for 6pm. As usual refreshments will be served before and after and the speakers will be interesting so please diarise the date now. We will notify you of the speaker in due course. It will also be your chance to meet our new Liesbeek Maintenance Project manager, James Cooper, whose salary is generously being funded by the Polaris Foundation. SA Breweries and Tuffy Brands kindly continue to be the main funders of the River Team.
There has also been a motion to increase subscriptions, so get in early!
The Liesbeek Maintenance Project:
James, a Nature Conservation graduate, started with us in January. He has been thrown in the deep end. First job was to remove the purple loosestrife (lythrum salicaria), which is an invasive plant new to South Africa and so far only recorded on the Liesbeek. It has showy spikes of rose purple flowers and a single mature plant can produce two to three million seeds annually. More information and pictures are on the website. So far James and the team have worked from Bishopscourt to the Liesbeek Lake area. We are in need of a stable boat or canoe to deal with the growth on the island and some of the steep banks. If you are able to provide one please contact James on 073-2700-889 or 021-700-1843. Next he had to supervise the contract work on Riverside Road, Fernwood. This involved the clearing of overgrown vegetation both in and on the banks. The name of the road once again has meaning! We thank Mike Deacon for driving the process and Talcott Persent for arranging it. Thanks to Councillor Neil Ross ward allocation money has seen the continued formalisation of the path along the banks which is being well used and enjoyed by residents in the area. Then next has been the removal of part of the poplar grove in the Valkenberg Wetland after clearing reeds and digging for water in the Raapenberg Wetland. Also, as a member of the City Nature Conservation Department he has been called out to fight fires, deal with an escaped hippo, a snake in an hotel laundry, a dog attack on an ostrich as well as getting to know the seasonal work and activities and demands on the Liesbeek. And we thought he might be bored in the job!
Education:
Westerford School’s Interact group spent part of an afternoon helping pick up litter left by vagrants on the Liesbeek Trail. Some of St George’s School’s grade 8 scholars spent a full morning collecting litter, weeding and planting out aloes on the pavement alongside the school overlooking the Liesbeek. It is so pleasing to have contact with the schools and see young people caring for their environment.
River of the World Art Exhibition:
The British Council have again displayed the London Thames Festival Rivers of the World artworks in the Avenue and in front of the National Gallery. They will be there until the 23 April so do visit them as it may be the last time to view them. For the last two years six Cape Town schools have participated depicting the Liesbeek under various themes. Last year a pupil from each school and some teachers visited London to see the Festival and meet pupils and teachers there. Soon teachers from London will be visiting Cape Town and the Liesbeek. The British Council are to be congratulated on a wonderful project.
Snippets:
Rivers and Wetlands of Cape Town: This fascinating and comprehensive book was launched last month. It is produced by the Water Research Commission and edited by Cate Brown and Rembu Magoba. Copies are free to South African citizens and can be obtained from Southern Waters by emailing karl@southernwaters.co.za. The cover has a picture of the Liesbeek on it!
Grant-in Aids: The committee has applied for two. One from sub council 20 to redo the interpretative signage along the river in Rondebosch and incorporate some new ones along the upper reaches, probably in Bishopscourt and Fernwwod. The other is from the City Solid Waste Department to clean the Liesbeek green belt in the Two Rivers Urban Park. If our applications are successful this will effectively give the River Team a fourth days work in an area not to date covered by the project due to financial restraints.
Mini SASS Water Testing: done by the River Team & conservation students on March 31 at three sites:
i) Protea: Six groups of invertebrates found as well as galaxia, frogs and tadpoles.
Score 4.5 indicating a slightly impacted stream. The flow was very low and invasive alien ginger lined the one side of the stream. On 17/3/07 we scored 5.25 just slightly upstream.
ii) Josephine Mill: Eight groups of invertebrates found including a stonefly nymph and galaxia
Score 5.7 indicating a slightly impacted stream. The flow was low and there was some invasive alien ginger and just upstream some canalisation.
iii) N2 just below the bridge: Seven groups of invertebrates found including mayflies other than the minnow mayfly and mosquito fish.
Scored 5.3 indicating a slightly impacted stream
N.B. These tests do not determine if the river water is fit to drink without treatment.
The City’s Integrated Development Plan & Draft Budget 2009/10: This important document is out for comment so and is available at your local library, sub council office or municipal administration building. It can also be accessed through www.capetown.gov.za. See where your rates and taxes are going and make the changes you want. It is your opportunity to make a difference. Closing date 6 May.
Please don’t forget to renew your subscription. See you at the AGM on Tuesday 5 May.
Friends of the Liesbeek
P.O. Box 333, Rondebosch 7701
Public Benefit Organisation ref no 930002808
Non profit Organisation ref no 56-033
www.fol.org.za 
info@fol.org.za
Membership Subscription
Title: …… Inititals: …… Surname: …………………………………….........................
First name(s): ……………………………………………………………….....................
Postal Address: ………………………………………………………………....................
....................…………………………………………………….Postal Code: ……………
Tel: (Home): .....…………………………….… (Work) ………………………................
Fax: .............………………………….…… Email ………………………………….…........
Please indicate whether you’d like to assist in representing your reach on the Committee, fundraising, environmental education, hacking, the Newsletter, research, river clean ups, as well as comments for the Friends’ of the Liesbeek Committee:
………………………………………………………………………………………….............………
…………………………………………………………………………………………….…….............
	Subscription fee:
	Individuals
	R20

	
	Families
	R30

	
	Corporate business
	R100


Donation to the Liesbeek Maintenance Project R………………………………
Cheque payment
Please forward your cheque with this form to PO Box 333, Rondebosch 7701
Internet banking

Please deposit direct to Nedbank Pinelands, branch no 104709, a/c no 2220015645. Please use your name for reference and then email girlam@iafrica.com to let us know you've paid.
We really do appreciate your membership and support!
