Dear Fernwood-riverside-helpers of 2006
Best wishes for 2007! 
This is simply to let you know what's has been happening on the site since April 2006.
The original "clean-up" group who tackled the overgrown bank on the Fernwood side of the Liesbeek did fantastic work in 2006. Quite understandably the task-group folded because Saturday mornings were difficult for most people and weekends, after all, are for hobbies and relaxing. This is not to solicit workers again! 
Some of you prefer not to receive pictures on-line, so this e-mail is text only. However, if you are interested in seeing where things are at now, do take a stroll to the Fernwood-river site sometime. 
Now for the update: 
Two trunks of the very large Willow tree fell down and across the stream in the wind-storm of Sunday 3rd December and blocked it with heavy leafage et al. A local Bishopscourt family sawed off the branches over the stream with a their chain saw, and dragged the lighter branches out of the river. Joan Parker and I had discussions about a clean-up. She got the city council to collect the manageable debris, and to cut way sections of logs which blocked our paths. I suggested we leave some heavier logs (some cut into shorter lengths) for informal seating. The council brought along a industrial bush-cutter and literally "mowed" down the rampant overgrowth. So, for the first time one can see the all contours of the site, as shown in the pictures. Also the Agapanthus (donated by Bryan Marriot) are now doing well.
A few friends from my garden club have volunteered help with planning the next stages of the site. We hope to come up with a stage-1 proposal. We expect that Andy Dawes's Bench memorial should be ready to position in the new year. It also seems that more people -- from both sides of the Liesbeek -- are needing a less wobbly river crossing. When we have a drawing/plan we hope to submit a budget to the chairman of the FRA (Fernwood Ratepayers Association) for 2007/8 for funding of future work. The rehabilitation and conservation of the opposite banks by the residents of Bishopscourt Village has won awards for their wonderful achievement. Ours is totally different and a VERY-MUCH more modest vision.
If anyone of you wants to be part of a small planning group in 2007 please let me know by return mail.
Finally, please let me know if you want your name removed from the "Fernwood riverside" mailing list.
Warm good wishes
Sarah-Anne
021 674 4542

sraynham@iafrica.com
